[Information shared with media at June 4 Entergy Amite South press conference @ Entergy Engineering Management & Capital Construction offices, Kenner, La.]

Transmission Projects Facts

June 4, 2009

· Entergy’s Louisiana utilities are announcing the completion of three major transmission projects in south Louisiana—the Alliance to Happy Jack, Amite South II, and Amite South III projects.

· These three projects represent more than $100 million dollars worth of investment in the state to better serve our customers.

· The three construction projects have been built to the latest standards, with two projects located further inland designed to withstand 140-mile per hour winds and the third, which is located in the extreme coastal area, to withstand 150-mile per hour winds. 

· The Alliance to Happy Jack project replaces a transmission line that was severely damaged during Katrina and improves reliability to customers in the southern part of the parish. It also helps to attract new businesses to the southern part of the parish.

· The Amite South II and Amite South III projects increase Entergy’s ability to import power into southeast Louisiana by approximately 350 megawatts. Before the start of the projects, the import capacity was about 2,450 MW. The completion of the projects brings the import capability to about 2,800 MW.

Alliance to Happy Jack Project

· Prior to Hurricane Katrina, Entergy Louisiana customers in southern Plaquemines Parish were served by a 115kV transmission line that ran primarily along the east bank of the Mississippi River as well as a 34.5 kV distribution network.

· The transmission line that existed on the east bank prior to Katrina ran primarily through sensitive marsh land.

· Both distribution and transmission facilities in this area suffered major damage as a result of Hurricane Katrina. It is estimated that 75 percent of the electrical facilities in this area were heavily damaged during the storm.

· Because of the damage to transmission and distribution facilities, Entergy Louisiana had to identify restoration options that would reliably serve the projected load, both in the short term and the long term as Plaquemines Parish continues to grow.

· The selected option was a 19-mile long 115 kV line running roughly along highway 23 on the west bank of the Mississippi river from near Alliance to the Tennessee Gas plant.

· Moving the line to the west bank has several benefits:

1. Since the new transmission line is located along highway 23, the lines are more easily accessible during maintenance or restoration work.

2. The old line on the east bank was routed through sensitive marsh lands, and the impact on the nearby environment is lessened.

· Building a new transmission line has allowed the company to replace older facilities, with new, modern facilities that are designed to withstand 150 mile-per-hour winds.

· Having a new 115kV line in southern Plaquemines Parish will help the parish attract new businesses as well provide reliable service to existing small towns, fishing camps and commercial businesses.

Amite South II and III Projects

· The Amite South area encompasses most of Entergy’s service territory in southeast Louisiana.

· Together, the Amite South II and III projects will make it much easier to import power into the southeastern Louisiana area. The projects will increase import capacity by approximately 350 megawatts to approximately 2,800 megawatts.

· The Amite South II portion of the project includes:

· Building 18 miles of new 230 kV line across parts of St. James and St. John the Baptist parishes

· Building a new substation in St. James Parish

· Improving three substations in St. John the Baptist Parish

· Re-routing 4.5 miles of existing 230 kV line in St. James and St. John the Baptist parishes.

· The Amite South II project faced construction difficulties due to the fact that several miles of line had to be built through wooded swamp land that first had to be cleared of trees.

· The Amite South III portion of the project includes:

· Upgrading 11 miles of 230 kV line in Livingston and East Baton Rouge parishes and improving two substations along the line

· Upgrading 8.3 miles of 230 kV line in Ascension Parish

· Improving two substations in Ascension Parish

· With the upgrades to the transmission system as a result of the Amite South II and III projects, the Entergy system can more easily import greater amounts of power into southeast Louisiana, which is especially beneficial during restoration and maintenance work.

· New facilities constructed as part of the Amite South II and III projects were built to the latest codes and standards and are designed to withstand 140 mile-per-hour winds.

