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Entergy’s Texas Utility Announces Multiple Transmission Expansions and Upgrades

Projects represent approximately $100 million investment in Texas service area

Beaumont, Texas – Entergy Texas, Inc. has completed or is about to put into service major transmission system projects that represent recent investments of approximately $100 million in the electric transmission system that serves Southeast Texas.

These projects represent the completion of two phases of a comprehensive plan to upgrade and improve the area’s transmission system. Additional projects are expected to be completed over the next few years.

The projects now in service or soon to be in service include new substations and transmission lines as well as rebuilds and strengthening of existing transmission lines serving the Beaumont area, the coastal communities of Port Bolivar, Crystal Beach, Caplen, Gilchrist and High Island along the Bolivar peninsula and communities in the Conroe, Porter and Woodlands, Texas areas in the western portion of the Entergy Texas service territory.

“We welcome this opportunity to announce these improvements to our customers,” said Joe Domino, president and chief executive officer, Entergy Texas, Inc. “We spent significant time and effort in analysis and design coming up with solutions that provide the greatest benefits to our customers both in terms of cost, reliability and anticipated load growth.”

Throughout the planning, design and construction phases, Entergy teams worked closely with local and state government officials, permitting agencies, regulatory bodies and communities where these projects were built. 

The first group of projects allows Entergy Texas to provide reliable service for our customers in the Beaumont area and along the Bolivar peninsula. The second group of projects provides many of these same benefits to customers in the Conroe and Woodlands areas. In addition, some of these projects benefit the entire Entergy Texas transmission system.

A point to be noted is that these projects together and individually offer a greater level of robustness in the face of major adverse weather and help support the continued growth of communities in the service area.

Beaumont and Bolivar Peninsula

While the company’s transmission engineering and construction group spearheaded these projects, multiple departments within the company worked together to bring these projects to fruition. Regulatory, customer service, distribution and economic development employees, among others, all played important roles in getting these projects designed, planned, approved and built.

Beaumont 69 kV Improvement Project

The 69 kV transmission system serving Beaumont has been upgraded and strengthened. This involved work on three transmission lines and at five substations. This reliability project represents an investment of approximately $7.4 million.

All the replacement poles are either concrete or steel and the rating of the newly installed conductor far exceeds the previous rating.

This upgrade closed a power flow loop around the city that was normally open. That will increase reliability and provide options for serving the Beaumont area load from different directions.

Stowell  to High Island

This 69 kV transmission line, designated Line 89, runs between Entergy’s Stowell substation just south of Winnie to High Island and represents an investment of approximately $13 million. The line mainly follows state highway 124 and is constructed of steel poles designed to withstand 140 mph winds. 

Customers in the Stowell-High Island area as well as the whole Bolivar Peninsula will benefit from this project.

Conroe and The Woodlands

Johnstown Substation

The recently constructed substation on State Highway 242 is approximately 5 miles east of Interstate Highway 45 and represents an investment of approximately $12.5 million.

The Johnstown Substation, along with a new transmission line, designated line 827 which runs to Entergy’s substation near Porter, is used to provide service for commercial and residential customers in the Conroe, Woodlands, New Caney and Porter areas.

The steel poles on Line 827 are individually engineered to withstand wind forces up to 110 mph and ice accumulation up to one half inch.

This new substation along with other improvements in this part of the Entergy Texas service territory better serves the loads in the area and provides the capacity to serve residential and commercial growth.

Egypt and Bentwater Substations

A substation near the community of Egypt now serves customers on the east side of Lake Conroe. The Egypt substation investment was approximately $3.4 million.  A substation under construction near the community of Bentwater will serve customers on the west side of Lake Conroe including those in the community of Montgomery. Both projects provide reliability benefits by placing electrical sources closer to the customer load centers, which shortens the distribution lines feeding them. The Bentwater substation, an investment of approximately $4 million, is scheduled to go into service in April 2010 ahead of summer peak load. 

China - Porter line 822

Transmission Line 822, the China - Porter line, is part of the overall western area improvement effort.  This line provides increased east-to-west power flow for all Entergy Texas customers. 

Static VAR Compensator

This device, which is located at the Porter substation, plays a large role in ensuring a robust and stable electrical system throughout the Entergy Texas region. Most immediately, the SVC lowers the possibility of outages in Montgomery County during times of peak demand.  The SVC device, along with other energy management items at substations, help maintain voltage at the proper levels.

Entergy Texas, Inc. provides electricity to 400,000 customers in 27 counties. It is a subsidiary of Entergy Corporation. Entergy Corp. is an integrated energy company engaged primarily in electric power production and retail distribution operations. Entergy owns and operates power plants with approximately 30,000 megawatts of electric generating capacity, and it is the second-largest nuclear generator in the United States. Entergy delivers electricity to 2.7 million utility customers in Arkansas, Louisiana, Mississippi and Texas. Entergy has annual revenues of more than $13 billion and approximately 14,700 employees.
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