Updated May 15, 2009

NorthWestern Energy (NWMT)
CHANGE IN AMPS TAGGING PROTOCOL 
 
The AMPS Transmission Owners, NorthWestern Energy, Idaho Power Company and PacifiCorp are requesting a change in tagging of capacity which impacts all schedules using AMPS capacity between Hot Springs and Brady.

If there are questions concerning specific paths that use AMPS capacity please call NorthWestern Energy (NWMT) at 406-497-4208 or 406-497-4146.
 
Currently, all three Transmission Providers (TP’s) are required to be on tags as TP’s with respective TSR’s or legacy numbers.
 
In the future, only the Transmission Provider who sold the capacity will be required to be on the tag in the ‘TP’ column.  The selling TP will be repeated on the tag, along with the OASIS TSR as many times as needed, to satisfy the Sched Entity or BA requirements.
 
This change does not have an effective start time due to testing that will take place over the next few weeks.  Selected tags with the new protocol will be created in production for testing.  The official date for all tagging to change will be determined by the Owners and posted in the future as an announcement on OASIS.
 
Hot Springs Tagging Issue
May 28, 2009 Update
Effective June 1, 2009, Avista, Bonneville, Idaho Power, NorthWestern, and PacifiCorp agreed to implement new capacity management procedures associated with the use of the Hot Springs POR/POD, Amps Line, and the Montana-to-Northwest Path.  The historical HTSP and Burke POR/POD’s have been replaced with the single AVAT.NWMT POR POD.  The effective date for scheduling using the new POR/POD is June 2nd.

Pre-schedule will be handled as follows: 
On Monday, June 1, pre-scheduling will take place for June 2. The new POR/POD’s (AVAT.NWMT, BPAT.NWMT) will be used. Pre-schedule for June 1 will be this Friday, May 29, and will use the existing POR/POD’s. 

Real Time will be handled as follows: 

Effective hour beginning 00:00, hour ending 01:00 PDT on June 2, real time TSR’s and Tags will use the new Paths and POR/POD’s. Real Time for May 30, May 31, and June 1 will use existing POR/POD’s. 

May 15, 2009 UPDATE
A final agreement has been reached between the impacted transmission providers and balancing authorities. An outcome of the process is an executed agreement that contains capacity management procedures. A copy of this document and one containing frequently asked questions can both be found under the News folder on NorthWestern Energy’s OASIS (the same folder where this same News file is found). As described in the agreement, the intent is to implement the capacity management procedures June 1, 2009.

June 25, 2008 UPDATE
The impacted transmission providers and balancing authorities have agreed to move the issue to alternate dispute resolution. As such, NWMT will continue to allow tagging to occur as it has been until further notice. NWMT will provide progress updates throughout the mediation process.

June 18, 2008 UPDATE
As described in the February 27, 2008 update, the various transmission providers and balancing authorities impacted by the Hot Springs scheduling issues have been working to develop the appropriate operational protocols to ensure compliance with the NERC Standard INT-006-2. As of today, June 18, 2008, a solution has not been developed that is acceptable to all parties. If a resolution is not reached by June 30, 2008, on July 1, 2008, to ensure that NWMT is in compliance with the NERC Standard INT-006-2, NWMT may have to begin denying E-Tags with Hot Springs (HTSP) as either a point of receipt or point of delivery that do not include AVAT.

Feb 27, 2008 UPDATE

Even though the transmission providers and balancing authorities have been working diligently to resolve the issue and develop the appropriate tagging protocols, additional time is required to resolve this issue.  On February 29, 2008,  NorthWestern will submit to WECC a Request for Extension along with a revised Mitigation Plan.  This Plan calls for implementing the new tagging protocols within 120 days of March 1, 2008 (i.e., June 29, 2008).   The parties have agreed that if it becomes apparent that the appropriate protocols cannot be achieved by this revised implementation date, this issue will be mediated.
Dec 21, 2007 UPDATE
Due to outstanding issues that exist, NorthWestern has elected to extend the date of the tagging change described below from December 27, 2007 to March 1, 2008. 
Due to WIT requirements and configuration, certain E-Tags have shown and continue to show NorthWestern Energy (NWMT) as the Transmission Provider on the BPAT.NWMT – HTSP path when, in reality, NWMT is only the Balancing Authority. Because these E-Tags result in a reduction to ATC on the impacted path included on the E-Tag, NWMT required the customers associated with the E-Tags to make OASIS TSRs such that ATC is posted accurately – even though NWMT transmission is not being utilized for the transactions. Beginning November 27 and continuing until a permanent solution is developed (but no later than December 27, 2007, as described below), customers will not be required to purchase transmission and the tags should show NOR in the OASIS # field.  The purpose of this action is to accurately reflect available ATC on the OASIS that may otherwise be distorted as a result of the tagging issues described above.  NWMT will utilize the OATI software to accurately post ATC and demonstrate that there is no impact on posted ATC arising from the tagging issues.

NorthWestern is providing notice to its customers and other impacted parties that tagging that includes Hot Springs (HTSP) must be changed by December 27, 2007 to ensure that NWMT is in compliance with the NERC Standard INT-006-1. NWMT, as a Balancing Authority (BA), is adjacent to Avista (AVAT) at HTSP, therefore, all E-Tags created on or after December 27, 2007 must reflect this BA adjacency. Any E-Tags that are created without this BA adjacency will be denied by NWMT in compliance with the above referenced NERC standard. (Posted Dec 2, 2007)

INT-006-1 also addresses Transmission Provider adjacency, so E-Tags on or after December 27, 2008 will also be expected to show proper Transmission Provider adjacency. (Dec 12, 2007 update)


NorthWestern Energy has issued a Request for Proposal (RFP) for Regulating Reserve Services, with service to start January 1, 2009. The RFP can be found under the “Regulating Reserve Services RFP” folder on the NWMT OASIS home page. (posted Nov 8, 2007)


Due to OATI software problems that appear to be tied to periods associated with the change to/from Daylight Savings Time, certain ATC values may be missing or incorrect. ATC for nearly every month and every path seems to be impacted.  It is our understanding that OATI is working to correct the issue as soon as it can. (posted Oct 2007)


Starting August 1, 2007, Point-To-Point Sliding requests will no longer be allowed for any increment shorter than Yearly.
On July 25, 2007, NWMT will be implementing an automated process for acting on TSRs: TSRs that are queued, or otherwise not acted on in the time specified in the Open Access Transmission Tariff, will be automatically refused or retracted for "timing." 

Ancillary Services Problem
After OATI released its new version of OASIS (3.4.00) on June 20, 2007, required ancillary services were inadvertently impacted, such that automatic ancillary services requests quit working when a request for transmission service was queued on the OASIS. This error caused some requests to not have associated ASRs created. NorthWestern Energy was not aware of this until July 5, and did not intend to provide the ancillary services at a discount. Therefore, for those reservations that were impacted by this error, the Schedule 1 and Schedule 2 ancillary services will still be billed to the customer. This problem should be fixed such that transmission service requests made after 1530 MDT on July 6 will automatically create the expected ASRs. 



Items recently added

News Items
- 06/05/07 -
NorthWestern announces proposed Mountain States Intertie 500 kV Transmission Line Project

Tariffs/FERC Filings
- 07/13/07 -
NorthWestern's Compiance Filing required by FERC Order 890. 

- 05/17/07 -
A document that describes the new rates, May bill prorating, and how requests will look slightly different
is available by selecting the "New Rates and OASIS Changes" link under "Tariffs/FERC Filings." 

- 05/14/07 -
New Rates Effective 5/18/07
Pursuant to the FERC Order in Docket No. ER07-46-000, the rates NorthWestern filed become effective
May 18, 2007, subject to refund. The pre- and post-filing rates are available by selecting the 
"New Rates Effective May 18 2007" link under "Tariffs/FERC Filings." 

