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June 30, 2014 
 
 
Kimberly D. Bose, Secretary 
Federal Energy Regulatory Commission 
888 First Street, N.E. 
Washington, D.C. 20426 
 

Re: Portland General Electric Company 
Revisions to OATT Sections 4.2, 23, Service Agreements A-1 & B, and  
Schedule 4 

 Docket No. ER14-___-000 
 

Dear Ms. Bose: 
 

Pursuant to Section 205 of the Federal Power Act,1 Part 35 of the Federal Energy 
Regulatory Commission’s (“Commission”) regulations,2 and Order No. 7143 regarding 
electronic filing of tariff submittals, Portland General Electric Company (“PGE”) hereby submits 
for filing proposed revisions to Section 23, Section 4.2, Service Agreement A-1, and Service 
Agreement B, of its Open Access Transmission Tariff (“OATT”).  For the reasons discussed 
herein, PGE submits that these proposed revisions to the OATT are consistent with or superior to 
the pro forma OATT.4  PGE respectfully requests that these OATT modifications be accepted 
for filing, with an effective date as described below. 
 
I.   Background and Description of Proposed OATT Modifications 
 

A. Revisions to Section 4.2 
 
PGE is seeking to revise Section 4.2 of its OATT to clarify that certain product 

reservations contemplated by the NAESB standards are not provided or are limited because PGE 
does not provide those products, or provides them only on a limited basis.  Specifically, PGE 

1 16 U.S.C. §§ 824d (2006). 
2 18 C.F.R. Part 35 (2014). 
3 Electronic Tariff Filings, Order No. 714, 124 FERC ¶ 61,270 (2008). 
4 Preventing Undue Discrimination and Preference in Transmission Service, Order No. 890, Fed. Reg. 12,226 at P 
135 (March 15, 2007), FERC Stats. & Regs. ¶ 31,241 (2007), order on reh’g, 121 FERC ¶ 61,297 (2007) (Order No. 
890-A), order on reh’g, 123 FERC ¶ 61,299 (2008) (Order No. 890-B), order on reh’g, 126 FERC ¶ 61,228 (2009) 
(Order No. 890-C), order on reh’g, 129 FERC ¶ 61,126 (2009) (Order No. 890-D). 
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does not provide – and has not been asked to provide -- the following services provided for in the 
NAESB standards: (1) Sliding Daily (WEQ 001-2.1.6); (2) Sliding Weekly (WEQ 001-2.1.7); 
(3) Sliding Monthly (WEQ 001-2.1.9); and (4) Next Increment Hourly (WEQ 001-2.14).  PGE 
does provide a restricted version of the following reservation products as described in the 
NAESB standards:  (1) Extended Daily (WEQ 001-2.1.10), so long as the extension is in full 24-
hour increments; (2) Extended Weekly (WEQ 001-2.1.11), so long as the extension is in full 7-
day increments; (3) Extended Monthly (WEQ 001-2.1.12), so long as the extension is in full 
monthly increments; (4) Extended Yearly (WEQ 001-2.1.13), so long as the extension is in full 
12-month increments.  PGE believes amending Section 4.2 to more clearly reflect the NAESB 
standards applicable to the services PGE provides under the OATT is consistent with 
Commission precedent.5  Accordingly, PGE hereby requests that the Commission accept PGE’s 
proposed revisions to Section 4.2. 

 
B. Revisions to Section 23 
 
PGE is seeking to revise Section 23 of its OATT to better distinguish between resales and 

transfers through alignment with the NAESB OASIS Standards, Version 1.5.  The relevant NAESB 
Standards are incorporated by reference under Section 4.2 of PGE’s OATT.  It has recently come to 
PGE’s attention that certain details of the NAESB Standards governing transfers (WEQ-001-12) may 
not be consistent with the pro forma OATT language in Section 23 of the OATT.  PGE would like to 
resolve this potential inconsistency by modifying Section 23 to better align with the corresponding 
NAESB Standards. 

 
As stated in WEQ-001-12.1, a transfer conveys “all rights and obligations under the 

Transmission Provider's tariff from the Reseller to the Assignee, including the financial obligation to 
the [Transmission Provider].”  Pursuant to WEQ-001-12.1.5, a transfer of long-term firm service also 
confers “any renewal rights held by the Parent Reservation.”  In contrast, under WEQ-001-11, a 
resale does not affect the Reseller’s financial obligations to the Transmission Provider (WEQ-001-
11.2), and a resale does not convey renewal rights to the Assignee (WEQ-001-11.1.4).   

 
The current language in Section 23 of PGE’s OATT, which matches the Commission’s pro 

forma language, does not distinguish resales from transfers in the way that the NAESB Standards do.  
Section 23.1(a) makes clear that the Reseller includes any Transmission Customer “that sells, 
assigns, or transfers its rights . . . .”  Section 23.1(b) then provides that “[t]he Transmission Provider 
shall charge the Reseller . . . and credit the Reseller with the price reflected in the Assignee’s Service 
Agreement . . .; provided that, such credit shall be reversed in the event of non-payment by the 
Assignee.”  It is not clear from this language that the Reseller can ever get out of its financial 
obligation to the Transmission Provider, which the Reseller is clearly allowed to do in the case of a 
transfer under WEQ-001-12.   

 
There may be some flexibility under Section 23.2, which provides that “[t]he Reseller shall 

remain liable for the performance of all obligations under the Service Agreement, except as 
specifically agreed to by the Transmission Provider and the Reseller through an amendment to the 
Service Agreement.”  However, it is not clear how this language is to be applied in the case of the 

5 See, e.g., Cargill Power Mkts., LLC v. Pub. Serv. Co. of New Mexico, 132 FERC ¶ 61,079 at P 22 (2010), order on 
reh’g, 141 FERC ¶ 61,141 at P 15 (2012). 
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financial obligation to the Transmission Provider, which appears to stay with the Reseller in the 
event of any resale or transfer under Section 23.1(b), as explained above. 

 
Even if the language in Section 23 of the OATT is not in conflict with the applicable NAESB 

WEQ Standards, PGE believes there is value to PGE’s Transmission Customers in modifying 
Section 23 to clarify the distinction between resales and transfers, and to bring the OATT language 
into better alignment with the NAESB Standards.  As such, PGE believes the changes proposed 
herein are consistent with or superior to the pro forma OATT language in Section 23.  

 
C. Revisions to Attachment A-1 and Attachment B  
 
PGE is seeking to revise Attachment A-1, Form Of Service Agreement For The Resale, 

Reassignment Or Transfer Of Point-To-Point Transmission Service, to clarify that the financial 
obligation to the Transmission Provider is transferred to the Assignee in the case of a transfer, 
but remains with the Reseller in the case of a resale.  This is consistent with the clarification PGE 
is making in Section 23, as described above in Section I.B of this letter.  This change is reflected 
in Section 4.0 of Attachment A-1. 

 
In addition, PGE proposes to modify Attachment A-1 and Attachment B to add 

clarification regarding the rights of PGE and the Assignees under Attachment A-1) and 
Transmission Customers under Attachment B to terminate the Service Agreement.  PGE has 
encountered administrative difficulties with the fact that customers remain active in the OASIS 
system after executing an Attachment A-1 or Attachment B long after they have stopped taking 
service under those Service Agreements (and in some cases, long after they have dissolved).  To 
address this issue with Attachment B, PGE previously added language requiring annual renewal 
of that Service Agreement.  The Commission accepted that language by Letter Order dated June 
6, 2008, in Docket No. ER08-815-000.  While the annual renewal provision has resolved the 
problem of customers living on in perpetuity as active customers in OASIS, the annual renewal 
process has proven to be an administrative burden to both PGE and its Attachment B customers.  
As such, PGE proposes to remove the annual renewal provision in Attachment B. 

 
To resolve these difficulties, PGE is proposing language in a new Section 6.0 of 

Attachment A-1 and Section 2.2 of Attachment B allowing PGE or the counterparty to the 
Service Agreement to terminate the Service Agreement upon 30 days’ written notice.  The 
proposed language clearly provides that neither party can terminate the Service Agreement at a 
time when the counterparty is taking service under that Service Agreement.  This will allow 
Assignees under Attachment A-1 and Transmission Customers under Attachment B to terminate 
their respective Service Agreements, and it will allow PGE to remove customers from its OASIS 
system and active customer lists as necessary.  PGE does not expect to terminate service 
agreements until the Assignee/Transmission Customer has been inactive for a certain duration of 
time, and the Assignee/Transmission Customer remains free to reapply for service under a new 
Attachment A-1 or Attachment B at any point following the termination of an earlier Service 
Agreement.  

 
D. Revision to Schedule 4 
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PGE proposes to revise Schedule 4 of its OATT to include certain meter losses in its 

energy imbalance calculation.  Specifically, the proposed language will allow PGE to add meter 
losses to the calculation of actual energy delivered where the relevant metering occurs on the low 
side of the transformer, rather than the high side.  Because it takes energy to step the voltage 
down (e.g., from 115 kV to 57 kV), adding that energy – the meter loss – back to low side meter 
readings provides a more precise account of the amount of energy delivered and results in a more 
accurate energy imbalance calculation.   

 
At this time, PGE is aware of only one customer that will be affected by this change, and 

that customer is aware of this proposed change and has informally agreed that this change would 
result in a more accurate calculation of energy delivered.   

 
II.   Information Required by Section 35.13 (b) 

  A. Documents Submitted with this Filing 

 PGE submits the following materials for filing: 
 

• This transmittal letter; 
 
• Proposed tariff sections in RTF format with metadata attached; and 

 
• A clean copy of the tariff for publishing in eLibrary. 

 
B. Proposed Effective Date  

 
 PGE requests that the Commission accept the attached OATT sheets effective July 1, 
2014.  Section 35.11 of the Commission’s regulations permits waiver of the 60 day prior notice 
requirement upon a showing of good cause.6  Good causes exists to grant waiver of the 
Commission’s notice requirements because the OATT modifications proposed herein affect 
primarily non-rate terms and conditions of service under the OATT, and to the extent any 
modification proposed herein affects OATT rates, such modifications have been explained to any 
known affected customer and such customer has expressed no concerns with this minor change 
(i.e., the change to Schedule 4 described above in Section I.D.). 
 

C. Persons to Whom the Proposed Rate Schedules Have Been Mailed 
 
PGE has mailed a copy of this filing to its transmission customers and to the Oregon 

Public Utility Commission.  PGE has also posted a copy of this filing on its OASIS. 
 
 

6  18 C.F.R. § 35.11 (2014).  See also, e.g., Central Hudson Gas & Elec. Corp., 60 FERC ¶ 61,106, order on 
reh’g, 61 FERC ¶ 61,089 (1992). 
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  D. Brief Description of the Rate Schedule Change 
 
 The OATT changes are described fully in Section I above. 
 
  E. Reasons for the Rate Schedule Changes 
 
 The reasons for the OATT changes are described fully in Section I above. 
 
  F. Showing that All Requisite Agreements have been Obtained 
 
 No agreements of other parties are necessary for the modifications proposed herein. 
 
III. Request for Waivers 

 
To the extent necessary to permit the OATT modifications to become effective as 

requested herein, PGE requests that the Commission waive any and all requirements under Part 
35 of the Commission’s regulations (and any other applicable regulations) not addressed above 
in Part II of this filing. 

 
IV. Communications 
 

Communications regarding this filing should be sent to the following individuals:  
 

Donald J. Light     Ryan Millard 
Assistant General Counsel    Specialist, FERC Compliance 
Portland General Electric Company   Portland General Electric Company  
121 SW Salmon Street, 1WTC1301   121 SW Salmon Street, 1WTC0306 
Portland, Oregon 97204    Portland, Oregon 97204 
Telephone: (503) 464-8315   Telephone: (503) 464-7271 
Facsimile: (503) 464-2200    Facsimile: (503) 464-2700 
Email: donald.light@pgn.com    Email: ryan.millard@pgn.com 

 
 

V. Conclusion 
 

PGE respectfully requests that the Commission approve these OATT modifications with 
an effective date of July 1, 2014, as PGE submits that they are consistent with or superior to the 
pro forma OATT. 

 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
  
 
_____/s/_____ 
Donald J. Light 

mailto:donald.light@pgn.com
mailto:adam.menendez@pgn.com
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Assistant General Counsel 
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