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Introductions

Transmission Use Committee Members:

Shay LaBray (Chair) – PacifiCorp
Kathy Anderson – Idaho Power

Pat Weeres – NorthWestern Energy
Jim Tucker – Deseret Power Electric Cooperative

Matthew Richard – Portland General Electric
Matt Muldoon – Oregon Public Utilities Commission
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Transmission Use Committee

• Established to:
– Increase efficiency of existing member utility transmission systems 

through commercially reasonable initiatives, and
– Increase customer knowledge of, and transparency into, the 

transmission systems of member utilities

• Membership consists of:
– Representatives from the transmission provider of each utility or utility 

cooperative that is a party to the NTTG funding agreement
– May be extended to include (1) appointed staff representatives from 

state regulatory utility commissions within the NTTG footprint and (2) 
representatives appointed by state customer advocacy groups within 
the NTTG footprint

• Public stakeholder meetings are held at a minimum in January 
(annual meeting) and July (semi-annual meeting)
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Agenda

• Review of ATC and update of related standards development 
• Updated ATC-related information

– ATC compilation
– POR / POD changes
– List of common names
– Narratives (TTC)

• Queue Activity 
• System Impact Studies / Facility Impact Studies
• Historical Use Graphs
• Links to OASIS, other information from NTTG website
• Work Plan Report
• Next Steps
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Review of ATC

• Available Transfer Capability (ATC)
– A measure of the transfer capability remaining in the physical transmission 

network for further commercial activity over and above already committed 
uses

ATC = TTC – TRM – CBM – ETC 
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Review of TTC and ETC

• Total Transfer Capability (TTC)*
– The amount of electric power that can be transferred over the 

interconnected transmission network in a reliable manner while meeting 
all of a specific set of defined pre- and post-contingency system 
conditions

• Existing Transmission Commitments (ETC)*
– Committed uses of a Transmission Service Provider’s transmission 

system considered when determining ATC (per proposed MOD-001-1)

* Subject to change from ongoing NERC/NAESB processes
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Review of TRM / CBM

• Transmission Reliability Margin (TRM)*
– The amount of transmission transfer capability to provide a reasonable 

level of assurance that the interconnected transmission network will be 
secure

• Capacity Benefit Margin (CBM)*
– The amount of firm transmission transfer capability preserved for Load 

Serving Entities (LSEs) on the host transmission system where their 
load is located, to enable access to generation from interconnected 
systems to meet generation reliability requirements

* Subject to change from ongoing NERC/NAESB processes
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Proposed ATC/TTC 
TRM CBM

The following identifies the proposed NERC MOD standards under 
development.

Apply to all methodologies:
– MOD-001 – Available Transfer Capability 
– MOD-004 – Capacity Benefit Margin
– MOD-008 – Transmission Reliability Margin

Choose one or more of methodologies:
– MOD-028 – Area Interchange Methodology 
– MOD-029 – Rated System Path Methodology
– MOD-030 – Flowgate Methodology
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Proposed ATC

• Proposed ATC formula per MOD-029-1* – Rated System Path 
Methodology:

ATCF = TTC – ETCF – CBM – TRM + PostbacksF + counterflowsF

ATCNF = TTC – ETCF – ETCNF – CBMs – TRMU + PostbacksNF + 
CounterflowsNF

* Pending FERC approval
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Current status of 
NERC ATC standards

• Timeline
– December 2007 – Drafting team responded to industry comments
– March 3 - 12, 2008 – Initial Ballot conducted [all standards do not pass]
– April 16 - May 15, 2008 – Revised standards posted for 30-day comment period [comments on fifth revision]
– April 17, 2008 – NERC requests an extension of time from FERC
– April 29, 2008 – FERC grants extension to August 29, 2008 and November 21, 2008 for MOD-004
– June 20, 2008 – Drafting team responded to comments 
– June 23, 2008 – Comments due on MOD-004-1
– July 30, 2008 – Initial Ballot conducted MODs -001, -008, -028, -029, and -030
– August 21, 2008 – Recirculation Ballot conducted  MODs -001, -008, -028, -029, and -030 [all standards pass]
– August 26, 2008 – Board adoption of MOD -001, -008, -028, -029, and -030 (without VRFs)
– August 29, 2008 – Filed with FERC MOD -001, -008, -028, -029, and -030 (without VRFs)
– September 21, 2008 – Initial Ballot MOD-004-1
– September 24, 2008 – Comments due MOD-030-2
– November 6, 2008 – Recirculation ballot MOD-004-1
– November 13, 2008 – Board adoption of MOD-004-1
– December 10, 2008 – Initial ballot MOD-030-2
– January 7, 2009 – VRFs posted for MOD-001, -008, -028, -029, and -030

• Upcoming Milestones
– TBD - Recirculation ballot MOD-030-2 [passed initial with 86% approval]
– January 28, 2009 – Comments due on VRFs for MODs
– TBD – FERC action regarding NERC filing
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Proposed ATC

The following identifies the proposed NAESB corresponding business 
practice standards that revise or add standards to WEQ-001 Open Access 
Same-Time Information Systems

– ATC calculation methodologies for transparency reporting
– ATC/TTC narratives
– Load forecast and actual load
– Postbacks / Counterflows*
– ETC standards* 
– ATC information link*
– Capacity Benefit Margin standards*

– The NAESB subcommittees ESS/ITS and BPS coordinated on ATC 
related issues resulting from FERC Order No. 890.

* The subcommittees worked in close coordination with NERC and related 
NERC standards development activities on most standards
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Current status of NAESB 
ATC business practices

• NAESB
– April 29, 2008 – FERC granted an extension of time per NERC’s filing 

for NAESB business practice standards (originally August 7, 2008) to 
November 27, 2008 and February 19, 2009 (CBM standards only)

– August 29, 2008 – Filed Version 002 standards with FERC (included 
narrative postings, forecast and actual load)

– November 14, 2008 – Supplement to Version 002 standards filed with 
FERC (included ETC, postbacks/counterflows, ATC information link)

– December 15, 2008 – Member ratification of CBM standards

• Upcoming Milestones
– February 19, 2009 – FERC filing related to CBM standards
– TBD – possible FERC action regarding filings
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Disclaimer

!!IMPORTANT DISCLAIMER!! 
Northern Tier Transmission Group (“NTTG”) documents are produced using historical 

or modeled Available Transfer Capability (“ATC”) information provided by the 
transmission providers funding its activities. Historical or modeled records have not 
been adjusted unless indicated, may contain errors, and may not be consistent 
between transmission providers.  If errors or discrepancies between records are 
discovered, NTTG documents may not be corrected.   These documents are 
illustrative and should not be used to make transmission business decisions.  For the 
avoidance of doubt, each transmission provider calculates the ATC of the 
transmission facilities it owns or operates according to the methodology set forth in 
Attachment C of its Open Access Transmission Tariff (“OATT”), and posts ATC on 
its Open Access Same-time Information System (“OASIS”).  Transmission service 
must be requested over the OASIS of each transmission provider with whom you 
wish to do business.  Transmission service requests are processed by each 
transmission provider according to the terms and conditions of its OATT.    
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ATC Updates from July 2008
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Updates from July 2008
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Updates from July 2008



Updates from July 2008
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Updates from July 2008
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Updates from July 2008
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Updates from July 2008
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ATC Narratives 
10% Change in TTC
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Transmission Service Request 
Queue Activity 
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Queue Activity 
As of December 1, 2008

Approved for Posting 01-23-09
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System Impact Study and 
Facility Study Disclaimer

!!IMPORTANT DISCLAIMER!! 
Northern Tier Transmission Group (“NTTG”) documents are produced using historical or 
modeled Available Transfer Capability (“ATC”) information provided by the transmission 
providers funding its activities. Historical or modeled records have not been adjusted 
unless indicated, may contain errors, and may not be consistent between transmission 
providers.  If errors or discrepancies between records are discovered, NTTG documents 
may not be corrected.   These documents are illustrative and should not be used to make 
transmission business decisions.  For the avoidance of doubt, each transmission provider 
calculates the ATC of the transmission facilities it owns or operates according to the 
methodology set forth in Attachment C of its Open Access Transmission Tariff 
(“OATT”), and posts ATC on its Open Access Same-time Information System (“OASIS”).  
Transmission service must be requested over the OASIS of each transmission provider 
with whom you wish to do business.  Transmission service requests are processed by each 
transmission provider according to the terms and conditions of its OATT.    
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Transmission Service Request 
Study Summary 
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System Impact and Facility 
Study Summary 
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Historical Use Disclaimer
!!IMPORTANT DISCLAIMER!! 

Northern Tier Transmission Group (“NTTG”) documents are produced using 
historical or modeled Available Transfer Capability (“ATC”) information 
provided by the transmission providers funding its activities. Historical or 
modeled records have not been adjusted unless indicated, may contain errors, 
and may not be consistent between transmission providers.  If errors or 
discrepancies between records are discovered, NTTG documents may not be 
corrected.   These documents are illustrative and should not be used to make 
transmission business decisions.  For the avoidance of doubt, each transmission 
provider calculates the ATC of the transmission facilities it owns or operates 
according to the methodology set forth in Attachment C of its Open Access 
Transmission Tariff (“OATT”), and posts ATC on its Open Access Same-time 
Information System (“OASIS”).  Transmission service must be requested over 
the OASIS of each transmission provider with whom you wish to do business.  
Transmission service requests are processed by each transmission provider 
according to the terms and conditions of its OATT.    
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Overview

• Graphs are based on scheduled usage for rated paths and reflect firm point-to-point 
and network usage

• Graphs may show changes in scheduled usage starting or stopping
– Example: New paths may be created as a result of segmenting existing paths

• Total Transfer Capability may be shown differently depending on contract 
– Example: some graphs based on total TTC for the path and others may show 

only the TPs contract amount

• Lack of scheduled usage may not be reflective of available transfer capability
– Example: graph may show an internal path with firm reservations for network 

use that is often not explicitly scheduled

• See graphs and disclaimer for additional information
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Transmission Use CommitteeTransmission Use Committee

Idaho Power Graphs of Long Term Firm Schedules

Long Term Firm Network and Long Term Firm Point-to-Point 
Scheduled MW Only



30

NORTHWESTNORTHWEST--IPCOIPCO



31

!!IMPORTANT DISCLAIMER!! Northern Tier Transmission Group (“NTTG”) documents are produced using historical or modeled Available Transfer Capability (“ATC”) information 
provided by the transmission providers funding its activities. Historical or modeled records have not been adjusted unless indicated, may contain errors, and may not be consistent between 
transmission providers.  If errors or discrepancies between records are discovered, NTTG documents may not be corrected.   These documents are illustrative and should not be used to make 
transmission business decisions.  For the avoidance of doubt, each transmission provider calculates the ATC of the transmission facilities it owns or operates according to the methodology 
set forth in Attachment C of its Open Access Transmission Tariff (“OATT”), and posts ATC on its Open Access Same-time Information System (“OASIS”).  Transmission service must be 
requested over the OASIS of each transmission provider with whom you wish to do business.  Transmission service requests are processed by each transmission provider according to the 
terms and conditions of its OATT.    

NORTHWESTNORTHWEST--IPCOIPCO
Chronological GraphChronological Graph
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NORTHWESTNORTHWEST--IPCOIPCO
Schedule Duration CurveSchedule Duration Curve

!!IMPORTANT DISCLAIMER!! Northern Tier Transmission Group (“NTTG”) documents are produced using historical or modeled Available 
Transfer Capability (“ATC”) information provided by the transmission providers funding its activities. Historical or modeled records have not been 
adjusted unless indicated, may contain errors, and may not be consistent between transmission providers.  If errors or discrepancies between records are 
discovered, NTTG documents may not be corrected.   These documents are illustrative and should not be used to make transmission business decisions.  
For the avoidance of doubt, each transmission provider calculates the ATC of the transmission facilities it owns or operates according to the 
methodology set forth in Attachment C of its Open Access Transmission Tariff (“OATT”), and posts ATC on its Open Access Same-time Information 
System (“OASIS”).  Transmission service must be requested over the OASIS of each transmission provider with whom you wish to do business.  
Transmission service requests are processed by each transmission provider according to the terms and conditions of its OATT.    
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JBSNJBSN--TOTTOT
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JBSNJBSN--TOTTOT
Chronological GraphChronological Graph

!!IMPORTANT DISCLAIMER!! Northern Tier Transmission Group (“NTTG”) documents are produced using historical or modeled Available Transfer Capability (“ATC”) information 
provided by the transmission providers funding its activities. Historical or modeled records have not been adjusted unless indicated, may contain errors, and may not be consistent between 
transmission providers.  If errors or discrepancies between records are discovered, NTTG documents may not be corrected.   These documents are illustrative and should not be used to make 
transmission business decisions.  For the avoidance of doubt, each transmission provider calculates the ATC of the transmission facilities it owns or operates according to the methodology 
set forth in Attachment C of its Open Access Transmission Tariff (“OATT”), and posts ATC on its Open Access Same-time Information System (“OASIS”).  Transmission service must be 
requested over the OASIS of each transmission provider with whom you wish to do business.  Transmission service requests are processed by each transmission provider according to the 
terms and conditions of its OATT.    
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JBSNJBSN--TOTTOT
Schedule Duration CurveSchedule Duration Curve

!!IMPORTANT DISCLAIMER!! Northern Tier Transmission Group (“NTTG”) documents are produced using historical or modeled Available Transfer 
Capability (“ATC”) information provided by the transmission providers funding its activities. Historical or modeled records have not been adjusted 
unless indicated, may contain errors, and may not be consistent between transmission providers.  If errors or discrepancies between records are 
discovered, NTTG documents may not be corrected.   These documents are illustrative and should not be used to make transmission business decisions.  
For the avoidance of doubt, each transmission provider calculates the ATC of the transmission facilities it owns or operates according to the 
methodology set forth in Attachment C of its Open Access Transmission Tariff (“OATT”), and posts ATC on its Open Access Same-time Information 
System (“OASIS”).  Transmission service must be requested over the OASIS of each transmission provider with whom you wish to do business.  
Transmission service requests are processed by each transmission provider according to the terms and conditions of its OATT.    
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Transmission Use CommitteeTransmission Use Committee

NorthWestern Energy Graphs of Long Term Firm Schedules

Long Term Firm Network and Long Term Firm Point-to-Point 
Scheduled MW Only
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NWMT.SYSTEM to JEFFNWMT.SYSTEM to JEFF
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NWMT.SYSTEM to JEFFNWMT.SYSTEM to JEFF
Chronological GraphChronological Graph

!!IMPORTANT DISCLAIMER!! Northern Tier Transmission Group (“NTTG”) documents are produced using historical or modeled Available Transfer Capability (“ATC”) information provided 
by the transmission providers funding its activities. Historical or modeled records have not been adjusted unless indicated, may contain errors, and may not be consistent between transmission 
providers.  If errors or discrepancies between records are discovered, NTTG documents may not be corrected.   These documents are illustrative and should not be used to make transmission 
business decisions.  For the avoidance of doubt, each transmission provider calculates the ATC of the transmission facilities it owns or operates according to the methodology set forth in 
Attachment C of its Open Access Transmission Tariff (“OATT”), and posts ATC on its Open Access Same-time Information System (“OASIS”).  Transmission service must be requested over the 
OASIS of each transmission provider with whom you wish to do business.  Transmission service requests are processed by each transmission provider according to the terms and conditions of 
its OATT.    



NWMT.SYSTEM to JEFFNWMT.SYSTEM to JEFF
Schedule Duration CurveSchedule Duration Curve
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!!IMPORTANT DISCLAIMER!! Northern Tier Transmission Group (“NTTG”) documents are produced using historical or modeled Available Transfer 
Capability (“ATC”) information provided by the transmission providers funding its activities. Historical or modeled records have not been adjusted 
unless indicated, may contain errors, and may not be consistent between transmission providers.  If errors or discrepancies between records are 
discovered, NTTG documents may not be corrected.   These documents are illustrative and should not be used to make transmission business decisions.  
For the avoidance of doubt, each transmission provider calculates the ATC of the transmission facilities it owns or operates according to the 
methodology set forth in Attachment C of its Open Access Transmission Tariff (“OATT”), and posts ATC on its Open Access Same-time Information 
System (“OASIS”).  Transmission service must be requested over the OASIS of each transmission provider with whom you wish to do business.  
Transmission service requests are processed by each transmission provider according to the terms and conditions of its OATT.    
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Transmission Use CommitteeTransmission Use Committee

PacifiCorp Graphs of Long Term Firm Schedules

Long Term Firm Network and Long Term Firm Point-to-Point 
Scheduled MW Only
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MIDCMIDC--WALAWALA
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MIDCMIDC--WALAWALA
Chronological GraphChronological Graph

!!IMPORTANT DISCLAIMER!! Northern Tier Transmission Group (“NTTG”) documents are produced using historical or modeled Available Transfer Capability (“ATC”) information provided by 
the transmission providers funding its activities. Historical or modeled records have not been adjusted unless indicated, may contain errors, and may not be consistent between transmission 
providers.  If errors or discrepancies between records are discovered, NTTG documents may not be corrected.   These documents are illustrative and should not be used to make transmission 
business decisions.  For the avoidance of doubt, each transmission provider calculates the ATC of the transmission facilities it owns or operates according to the methodology set forth in Attachment 
C of its Open Access Transmission Tariff (“OATT”), and posts ATC on its Open Access Same-time Information System (“OASIS”).  Transmission service must be requested over the OASIS of each 
transmission provider with whom you wish to do business.  Transmission service requests are processed by each transmission provider according to the terms and conditions of its OATT.    
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MIDCMIDC--WALAWALA
Schedule Duration CurveSchedule Duration Curve

!!IMPORTANT DISCLAIMER!! Northern Tier Transmission Group (“NTTG”) documents are produced using historical or modeled Available Transfer 
Capability (“ATC”) information provided by the transmission providers funding its activities. Historical or modeled records have not been adjusted unless 
indicated, may contain errors, and may not be consistent between transmission providers.  If errors or discrepancies between records are discovered, 
NTTG documents may not be corrected.   These documents are illustrative and should not be used to make transmission business decisions.  For the 
avoidance of doubt, each transmission provider calculates the ATC of the transmission facilities it owns or operates according to the methodology set forth 
in Attachment C of its Open Access Transmission Tariff (“OATT”), and posts ATC on its Open Access Same-time Information System (“OASIS”).  
Transmission service must be requested over the OASIS of each transmission provider with whom you wish to do business.  Transmission service 
requests are processed by each transmission provider according to the terms and conditions of its OATT
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MLCKMLCK--ANTEANTE
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MLCKMLCK--ANTEANTE
Chronological GraphChronological Graph

!!IMPORTANT DISCLAIMER!! Northern Tier Transmission Group (“NTTG”) documents are produced using historical or modeled Available Transfer Capability (“ATC”) information 
provided by the transmission providers funding its activities. Historical or modeled records have not been adjusted unless indicated, may contain errors, and may not be consistent between 
transmission providers.  If errors or discrepancies between records are discovered, NTTG documents may not be corrected.   These documents are illustrative and should not be used to make 
transmission business decisions.  For the avoidance of doubt, each transmission provider calculates the ATC of the transmission facilities it owns or operates according to the methodology 
set forth in Attachment C of its Open Access Transmission Tariff (“OATT”), and posts ATC on its Open Access Same-time Information System (“OASIS”).  Transmission service must be 
requested over the OASIS of each transmission provider with whom you wish to do business.  Transmission service requests are processed by each transmission provider according to the 
terms and conditions of its OATT.    
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MLCKMLCK--ANTEANTE
Schedule Duration CurveSchedule Duration Curve

!!IMPORTANT DISCLAIMER!! Northern Tier Transmission Group (“NTTG”) documents are produced using historical or modeled Available Transfer 
Capability (“ATC”) information provided by the transmission providers funding its activities. Historical or modeled records have not been adjusted 
unless indicated, may contain errors, and may not be consistent between transmission providers.  If errors or discrepancies between records are 
discovered, NTTG documents may not be corrected.   These documents are illustrative and should not be used to make transmission business decisions.  
For the avoidance of doubt, each transmission provider calculates the ATC of the transmission facilities it owns or operates according to the 
methodology set forth in Attachment C of its Open Access Transmission Tariff (“OATT”), and posts ATC on its Open Access Same-time Information 
System (“OASIS”).  Transmission service must be requested over the OASIS of each transmission provider with whom you wish to do business.  
Transmission service requests are processed by each transmission provider according to the terms and conditions of its OATT
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PACESPACES--PACENPACEN
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PACESPACES--PACENPACEN
Chronological GraphChronological Graph

!!IMPORTANT DISCLAIMER!! Northern Tier Transmission Group (“NTTG”) documents are produced using historical or modeled Available Transfer Capability (“ATC”) information provided 
by the transmission providers funding its activities. Historical or modeled records have not been adjusted unless indicated, may contain errors, and may not be consistent between transmission 
providers.  If errors or discrepancies between records are discovered, NTTG documents may not be corrected.   These documents are illustrative and should not be used to make transmission 
business decisions.  For the avoidance of doubt, each transmission provider calculates the ATC of the transmission facilities it owns or operates according to the methodology set forth in 
Attachment C of its Open Access Transmission Tariff (“OATT”), and posts ATC on its Open Access Same-time Information System (“OASIS”).  Transmission service must be requested over the 
OASIS of each transmission provider with whom you wish to do business.  Transmission service requests are processed by each transmission provider according to the terms and conditions of 
its OATT.    
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!!IMPORTANT DISCLAIMER!! Northern Tier Transmission Group (“NTTG”) documents are produced using historical or modeled Available Transfer 
Capability (“ATC”) information provided by the transmission providers funding its activities. Historical or modeled records have not been adjusted 
unless indicated, may contain errors, and may not be consistent between transmission providers.  If errors or discrepancies between records are 
discovered, NTTG documents may not be corrected.   These documents are illustrative and should not be used to make transmission business decisions.  
For the avoidance of doubt, each transmission provider calculates the ATC of the transmission facilities it owns or operates according to the 
methodology set forth in Attachment C of its Open Access Transmission Tariff (“OATT”), and posts ATC on its Open Access Same-time Information 
System (“OASIS”).  Transmission service must be requested over the OASIS of each transmission provider with whom you wish to do business.  
Transmission service requests are processed by each transmission provider according to the terms and conditions of its OATT.    

PACESPACES--PACENPACEN
Schedule Duration CurveSchedule Duration Curve
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PACWPACW--JohnDayJohnDay
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PACWPACW--JohnDayJohnDay
Chronological GraphChronological Graph

!!IMPORTANT DISCLAIMER!! Northern Tier Transmission Group (“NTTG”) documents are produced using historical or modeled Available Transfer Capability (“ATC”) information 
provided by the transmission providers funding its activities. Historical or modeled records have not been adjusted unless indicated, may contain errors, and may not be consistent between 
transmission providers.  If errors or discrepancies between records are discovered, NTTG documents may not be corrected.   These documents are illustrative and should not be used to make 
transmission business decisions.  For the avoidance of doubt, each transmission provider calculates the ATC of the transmission facilities it owns or operates according to the methodology 
set forth in Attachment C of its Open Access Transmission Tariff (“OATT”), and posts ATC on its Open Access Same-time Information System (“OASIS”).  Transmission service must be 
requested over the OASIS of each transmission provider with whom you wish to do business.  Transmission service requests are processed by each transmission provider according to the 
terms and conditions of its OATT.    
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PACWPACW--JohnDayJohnDay
Schedule Duration CurveSchedule Duration Curve

!!IMPORTANT DISCLAIMER!! Northern Tier Transmission Group (“NTTG”) documents are produced using historical or modeled Available Transfer 
Capability (“ATC”) information provided by the transmission providers funding its activities. Historical or modeled records have not been adjusted 
unless indicated, may contain errors, and may not be consistent between transmission providers.  If errors or discrepancies between records are 
discovered, NTTG documents may not be corrected.   These documents are illustrative and should not be used to make transmission business decisions.  
For the avoidance of doubt, each transmission provider calculates the ATC of the transmission facilities it owns or operates according to the 
methodology set forth in Attachment C of its Open Access Transmission Tariff (“OATT”), and posts ATC on its Open Access Same-time Information 
System (“OASIS”).  Transmission service must be requested over the OASIS of each transmission provider with whom you wish to do business.  
Transmission service requests are processed by each transmission provider according to the terms and conditions of its OATT.    
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Transmission Use CommitteeTransmission Use Committee

Portland General Electric Graphs of 
Long Term Firm Schedules

Long Term Firm Network and Long Term Firm Point-to-Point 
Scheduled MW Only
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ColstripColstrip--TownsendTownsend
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ColstripColstrip--TownsendTownsend
Chronological GraphChronological Graph

!!IMPORTANT DISCLAIMER!! Northern Tier Transmission Group (“NTTG”) documents are produced using historical or modeled Available Transfer Capability (“ATC”) information 
provided by the transmission providers funding its activities. Historical or modeled records have not been adjusted unless indicated, may contain errors, and may not be consistent between 
transmission providers.  If errors or discrepancies between records are discovered, NTTG documents may not be corrected.   These documents are illustrative and should not be used to make 
transmission business decisions.  For the avoidance of doubt, each transmission provider calculates the ATC of the transmission facilities it owns or operates according to the methodology 
set forth in Attachment C of its Open Access Transmission Tariff (“OATT”), and posts ATC on its Open Access Same-time Information System (“OASIS”).  Transmission service must be 
requested over the OASIS of each transmission provider with whom you wish to do business.  Transmission service requests are processed by each transmission provider according to the 
terms and conditions of its OATT.    



56

ColstripColstrip--TownsendTownsend
Schedule Duration CurveSchedule Duration Curve

!!IMPORTANT DISCLAIMER!! Northern Tier Transmission Group (“NTTG”) documents are produced using historical or modeled Available 
Transfer Capability (“ATC”) information provided by the transmission providers funding its activities. Historical or modeled records have not been 
adjusted unless indicated, may contain errors, and may not be consistent between transmission providers.  If errors or discrepancies between records 
are discovered, NTTG documents may not be corrected.   These documents are illustrative and should not be used to make transmission business 
decisions.  For the avoidance of doubt, each transmission provider calculates the ATC of the transmission facilities it owns or operates according to 
the methodology set forth in Attachment C of its Open Access Transmission Tariff (“OATT”), and posts ATC on its Open Access Same-time 
Information System (“OASIS”).  Transmission service must be requested over the OASIS of each transmission provider with whom you wish to do 
business.  Transmission service requests are processed by each transmission provider according to the terms and conditions of its OATT.    
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JohnDayJohnDay--COBCOB
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JohnDayJohnDay--COBCOB
Chronological GraphChronological Graph

!!IMPORTANT DISCLAIMER!! Northern Tier Transmission Group (“NTTG”) documents are produced using historical or modeled Available Transfer Capability (“ATC”) information 
provided by the transmission providers funding its activities. Historical or modeled records have not been adjusted unless indicated, may contain errors, and may not be consistent between 
transmission providers.  If errors or discrepancies between records are discovered, NTTG documents may not be corrected.   These documents are illustrative and should not be used to make 
transmission business decisions.  For the avoidance of doubt, each transmission provider calculates the ATC of the transmission facilities it owns or operates according to the methodology 
set forth in Attachment C of its Open Access Transmission Tariff (“OATT”), and posts ATC on its Open Access Same-time Information System (“OASIS”).  Transmission service must be 
requested over the OASIS of each transmission provider with whom you wish to do business.  Transmission service requests are processed by each transmission provider according to the 
terms and conditions of its OATT.    
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JohnDayJohnDay--COBCOB
Schedule Duration CurveSchedule Duration Curve

!!IMPORTANT DISCLAIMER!! Northern Tier Transmission Group (“NTTG”) documents are produced using historical or modeled Available 
Transfer Capability (“ATC”) information provided by the transmission providers funding its activities. Historical or modeled records have not been 
adjusted unless indicated, may contain errors, and may not be consistent between transmission providers.  If errors or discrepancies between records 
are discovered, NTTG documents may not be corrected.   These documents are illustrative and should not be used to make transmission business 
decisions.  For the avoidance of doubt, each transmission provider calculates the ATC of the transmission facilities it owns or operates according to 
the methodology set forth in Attachment C of its Open Access Transmission Tariff (“OATT”), and posts ATC on its Open Access Same-time 
Information System (“OASIS”).  Transmission service must be requested over the OASIS of each transmission provider with whom you wish to do 
business.  Transmission service requests are processed by each transmission provider according to the terms and conditions of its OATT.    
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Additional Resources
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Additional Resources



July 2008 – January 2009 
Work Plan Review and Report
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Overview Work Plan

• Initiative resulted from January 2008 annual meeting; proposed work 
plan reviewed with stakeholders in July 2008

• Committee objectives:
– Gather and share data (collectively over 150+ distinct business 

practices)
– Develop an inventory of NTTG member business practices
– Identify areas of similarity or difference
– Develop possible next steps and share findings
– Committee-level review of NAESB and WECC business practices and 

business practice development processes

• Scope did not include re-work of current business practices or an 
assessment of compliance with business practice requirements
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Approach and Timeline 

• Develop work plan / project scope – July 2008

• Each TP collect business practices – August 2008

• All TPs review business practices and overview of NAESB / WECC 
development processes – September 2008

• Complete inventory - November 2008

• Identify similarities / differences – December 2008

• Present findings and possible next steps - January 2009 annual 
stakeholder meeting
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Drivers of Business Practices

• Business practices may result from a variety of sources and 
situations including:

– Regulatory requirements
• FERC Order related requirements for jurisdictional companies
• North American Energy Standards Board
• North American Electric Reliability Corporation 
• Western Electricity Coordinating Council

– Clarifications of the OATT; interim practices

– Special situations
• Transmission providers may develop business practices to deal with 

special situations they’ve encountered or specific customer 
requests. This helps both the company's personnel and customers 
to be prepared when similar situations occur in the future.
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Drivers of Business Practices

• And, ….

– Customer Focus Efforts
• Transmission providers may develop business practices to 

provide better customer assistance and consistent 
approaches to deal with all customers

– Workload versus Personnel considerations
• Personnel may respond to a couple hundred to a couple 

thousand transmission service requests on a monthly basis 
• Each transmission provider may develop business practices 

to help their personnel work as efficiently as possible by 
providing a standard, consistent approach to issues
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Business Practices Development

• In developing business practices there is opportunity for public 
comment at WECC, NAESB and for individual transmission 
providers

• Transmission providers may follow the same business practices 
resulting from standards setting organizations including WECC and 
NAESB, and transmission providers may have company-specific 
business practices tailored to operational needs and customer 
interests

• There is no hard and fast rule that governs what drives individual 
transmission provider business practice development, but generally 
it is when a clarification is deemed necessary for provisions in the 
OATT or other clarifications not covered; results in differences 
among transmission providers
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Inventory of Business Practices
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Examples of Business Practices

• Company-specific examples related to:
– Ancillary Services 

• Described by individual OATT, some transmission providers may require 
further clarifying information, but not in all instances

– Clarifications regarding E-tags
– Clarifications regarding Short Term and Long Term Point to Point service
– Clarifications regarding TTC/ATC

• Non-company specific examples related to:
– Business Practice Administration

• All transmission providers have a mechanism for organizing, developing, 
and revising their business practices; however, individual provider methods 
vary

– Re-directs of transmission service requests
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Key Findings

• Drivers for business practices vary and result from a variety of 
sources or situations

• Individual transmission provider business practices may be similar 
in nature to each other or they may be necessarily unique

• There is not a common method for organizing and presenting 
business practices among TPs (i.e. by OATT section, 
chronological numbering scheme, etc.) – but may not be needed 
to navigate

• All transmission providers have a business practices folder / 
section on OASIS

• No rigid categorization of business practices versus policies, etc.
• Standardizing content of existing business practices among 

transmission providers may dilute its clarifying value
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Possible Next Steps

• Next steps considered: 
– Providing links from NTTG to TP business practice locations

• Would ultimately be link to OASIS
– NTTG interest / opportunity in business practice development activities 

in standards setting organizations
• Open to exploring opportunities; will stay coordinated as members

– Developing consistent organization criteria among TP business 
practices

• Different OASIS providers necessitate different structure; may not add value 
so long as there are existing organization schemes

– Offering standard business practice among TPs for changes to 
practices

• Emerging standards / documentation opportunities more viable

• Be open to and coordinate among members or possibly other 
business practice related groups, industry changes affecting 
business practices on an as-needed basis  
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Next Steps

• Continue to provide annual and semi-annual deliverables
– Next TUC committee stakeholder meeting – July 2009

• Prioritize and submit economic congestion studies per the NTTG 
planning cycle and WECC TEPPC cycle

• Support activities of the NTTG to deliver value to its members and 
the region, including the Joint Initiative

• Consider customer and stakeholder input


	�Transmission Use Committee��Annual Stakeholder Update
	Introductions
	Transmission Use Committee
	Agenda
	Review of ATC
	Review of TTC and ETC
	Review of TRM / CBM
	Proposed ATC/TTC �TRM CBM
	Proposed ATC
	Current status of �NERC ATC standards
	Proposed ATC
	Current status of NAESB �ATC business practices
	Disclaimer
	ATC Updates from July 2008
	Updates from July 2008
	Updates from July 2008
	Updates from July 2008
	Updates from July 2008
	Updates from July 2008
	Updates from July 2008
	ATC Narratives�10% Change in TTC
	Transmission Service Request �Queue Activity 
	Queue Activity �As of December 1, 2008
	System Impact Study and �Facility Study Disclaimer
	Transmission Service Request �Study Summary 
	System Impact and Facility �Study Summary 
	Historical Use Disclaimer
	Overview
	Slide Number 29
	NORTHWEST-IPCO
	Slide Number 31
	Slide Number 32
	JBSN-TOT
	Slide Number 34
	Slide Number 35
	Slide Number 36
	NWMT.SYSTEM to JEFF
	Slide Number 38
	Slide Number 39
	Slide Number 40
	MIDC-WALA
	Slide Number 42
	Slide Number 43
	MLCK-ANTE
	Slide Number 45
	Slide Number 46
	PACES-PACEN
	Slide Number 48
	Slide Number 49
	PACW-JohnDay
	Slide Number 51
	Slide Number 52
	Slide Number 53
	Colstrip-Townsend�
	Slide Number 55
	Slide Number 56
	JohnDay-COB�
	Slide Number 58
	Slide Number 59
	Additional Resources
	Additional Resources
	July 2008 – January 2009�Work Plan Review and Report
	Overview Work Plan
	Approach and Timeline 
	Drivers of Business Practices
	Drivers of Business Practices
	Business Practices Development
	Inventory of Business Practices
	Examples of Business Practices
	Key Findings
	Possible Next Steps
	Next Steps

